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M
eet the TIN

Y
Business 

TIN
YisPO

W
ERFU

L involve A
rtists, Cultural W

orkers, 
Youth and Tiny Business partners:

to support and prom
ote TIN

Y BU
SIN

ESS, as a 
vital part of com

m
erce and neighborhood

to fully em
brace TH

E A
RTS A

N
D

 TH
E SPIRIT O

F 
TH

E A
RTS as activators of sustainability

to build a m
entorship legacy and aw

aken in YO
U

TH
 

a spirit of agency and com
m

unity engagem
ent

W
e believe that A

RT &
 TIN

Y BU
SIN

ESS are nim
ble, adaptable,

profitable, for the people and that BELO
N

G
IN

G
 m

eans
celebrating m

any histories and cultures and BECO
M

IN
G

 all w
e

can TO
G

ETH
ER.

 
TH

A
T IS W

H
Y:

w
e experim

ent, w
e research   

w
e exchange skills, w

e teach each other
w

e take personal responsibility in partnership and collaboration
w

e stand for environm
ental justice and socio/econom

ic equity      
w

e denounce the negative cultural im
pacts of gentrification     

w
e am

plify the voices of disadvantaged, low
 w

ealth and
historically m

arginalized com
m

unities   
w

e share ow
nership of our w

ork and im
agine new

 policies
 For us collaboration m

eans reciprocity, shared ow
nership and

autonom
y.



F
U

T
U

R
E

 T
o

m
o

rr
o

w
, 
I 

h
o

p
e

 t
o

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 m
ys

e
lf

a
n

d
 f

it
 m

ys
e

lf
 w

it
h

in
 t

h
is

 p
u

zz
le

 o
f 

a
c

u
lt

u
re

. 
O

r 
fi

n
d

 a
 w

a
y 

to
 m

a
k

e
 m

ys
e

lf
 i
n

to
so

m
e

o
n

e
 t

h
a

t 
c

a
n

. 
I 

h
o

p
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w
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 m
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H
aving lived in C

harleston neaely all of
m

y 67 years of life the C
ooper R

iver
bridges typify the com

m
unities evloution

from
 past to future. A

s a sm
all child I lived

in the C
ooper R

iver C
ourt public housing

C
om

plex that laid in the shaodw
 of the

tw
o lane John P. G

race M
em

orial Bridge
locally called the T

he O
ld C

ooper R
iver

Bridge w
hich opend in 1929. It w

as
replaced by the three labe Silas N

.
Pearm

an Bridge that opended in 1966
w

hich w
as replaced by the eight lane

A
rther R

avenel Bridge w
hich opened in

2005. T
he city trash dum

p accross East Bay
Street from

 the com
plex later becam

e a
landfill w

here com
m

ercial devlopm
ent

now
 is taking place. In the next decade the

landfilled area w
ill also accom

m
odate a

w
ater front hotel and eventually an

extension of C
harleston's W

aterfront Park.
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p
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r g
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u
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 d
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a

c
k
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f jo

b
 c
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a

tio
n

s a
ffe

c
tin

g
 m

y 
a

n
d

 e
ve

ryo
n

e
’s h
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a

b
lity. T

h
a

t la
c

k
 o

f jo
b

 c
re

a
tio

n
 o

n
ly

c
irc

u
m

ve
n

te
d

 b
y B

o
e

in
g

, B
o
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h

, a
n

d
 S

p
a

W
a

r. 
T

o
d

a
y I w

o
rk

 c
o

n
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c
tio

n
. I la

y b
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k
 a

n
d
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n

e
, c

o
m

b
in

e
c

e
rta

in
 k

in
d

 o
f ro

c
k

s w
ith
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th

e
r ro

c
k

s. 
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t c
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 b
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 b
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r b
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l d
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 c
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y c
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C
h
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o

w
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h
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 c

u
ltu

re
 th

a
t w
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a
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m

e
a

n
, w

h
y w

o
u

ld
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u
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is u
rb

a
n
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w
l, re

n
t h
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e

d
,

c
o

m
m

e
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ia
l tra

p
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 rid

d
e

n
 C

h
a

rle
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n
? I c

a
n

n
o

t sa
y. I c

a
n

o
n

ly sa
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r m
yse

lf; 
I in

te
n

d
 to
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u
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m
e
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in

g
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e
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o

r C
h

a
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n
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n

d
 I. I h

o
p

e
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a

k
e
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c

e
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 b
e
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r p
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c

e
. T

h
a

t is p
ro

b
a

b
ly th

e
 sa

m
e
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o
se

 th
a

t m
o

ve
 h

e
re

, e
x

c
e

p
t th

e
y m

a
k

e
 th

e
 tra

ffic
 w

o
rse

,
so

 w
e

 m
u

st h
a

te
 th

e
m

. 
I c

a
n

 sa
y th

o
u

g
h

, th
is c

u
ltu

re
, fo

u
n

d
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 th

e
 m

a
ss

im
m

ig
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tio
n

 o
f O

h
io

 re
sid

e
n

ts a
n

d
 

re
lu

c
ta

n
t e

x
o

d
u

s b
y c

u
rre

n
t re

sid
e

n
ts is sta

rtin
g

 to
 fo

rm
. B

u
t

w
h

a
t th

is O
h

io
 re

sid
e

n
t / B

o
e

in
g

 
lo

vin
g

 c
u

ltu
re

 is la
c

k
in

g
 n

o
w

, is w
h

a
t th

e
 re

sid
e

n
ts h

a
ve

 to
o

ffe
r, a

 u
n

iq
u

e
 typ

e
 o

f c
u

ltu
re

. 
O

n
e

 th
a

t sto
p

s to
 ta

lk
 to

 yo
u

 o
n

 th
e

ir w
a

y to
 w

o
rk

. O
n

e
 th

a
t

o
ffe

rs yo
u

 th
e

ir u
n

w
a

rra
n

te
d

 a
d

vic
e

. 
O

n
e

 th
a

t w
o

u
ld

 g
ive

 yo
u

 th
e

 sh
irt fro

m
 th

e
ir b

a
c

k
 if yo

u
 a

sk
e

d
fo

r it. O
n

e
 th

a
t is so

 u
n

iq
u

e
 in

 c
h

a
ra

c
te

r 
a

n
d

 b
e

a
u

ty yo
u

 a
re

 th
e

 w
e

ird
 o

n
e

 fo
r a

sk
in

g
 w

h
y yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
n

o
t m

o
ve

 h
e

re
. O

n
e

 th
a

t a
llo

w
s yo

u
 

to
 m

a
k

e
 C

h
a

rle
sto

n
 a

s b
ig

 a
s yo

u
 w

a
n

t, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
e

p
e

n
in

su
la

 is o
n

ly so
 b

ig
. 

T
h

is syn
th

e
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rtin
g

 to
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k
e
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rm
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n

d
 it w

ill b
e

c
o

m
e

u
n

iq
u

e
ly C

h
a

rle
sto

n
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n
 in

 th
e

 fu
tu

re
. 
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 b
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 d
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	Meet The Creatives
	JESSE TORTORELLA


	Meet the TINY Business
	THAT IS WHY: we experiment, we research    we exchange skills, we teach each other we take personal responsibility in partnership and collaboration we stand for environmental justice and socio/economic equity       we denounce the negative cultural impacts of gentrification      we amplify the voices of disadvantaged, low wealth and historically marginalized communities    we share ownership of our work and imagine new policies  For us collaboration means reciprocity, shared ownership and autonomy.
	TINYisPOWERFUL involve Artists, Cultural Workers,  Youth and Tiny Business partners:
	to support and promote TINY BUSINESS, as a  vital part of commerce and neighborhood to fully embrace THE ARTS AND THE SPIRIT OF  THE ARTS as activators of sustainability to build a mentorship legacy and awaken in YOUTH  a spirit of agency and community engagement We believe that ART & TINY BUSINESS are nimble, adaptable, profitable, for the people and that BELONGING means celebrating many histories and cultures and BECOMING all we can TOGETHER.

	When you close your eyes, could you imagine this  The school that your grandmother taught at Where you meet you oldest childhood friends at the school you went to as a child, to be closed Now you are wishing you took more time to reminisce when you walked across the stage as a 5th grader
	wishing that you could trade that moment, to walk across that stage now to know what it feels like to say a speech to classmates , friends, teachers and families who, impacted your present and your future
	the future, may you bring  your all time summer  breeze, palmetto trees and sweet tea!
	Having lived in Charleston neaely all of my 67 years of life the Cooper River bridges typify the communities evloution from past to future. As a small child I lived in the Cooper River Court public housing Complex that laid in the shaodw of the two lane John P. Grace Memorial Bridge locally called the The Old Cooper River Bridge which opend in 1929. It was replaced by the three labe Silas N. Pearman Bridge that opended in 1966 which was replaced by the eight lane Arther Ravenel Bridge which opened in 2005. The city trash dump accross East Bay Street from the complex later became a landfill where commercial devlopment now is taking place. In the next decade the landfilled area will also accommodate a water front hotel and eventually an extension of Charleston's Waterfront Park.
	past
	present
	future
	PAST  I was born elsewhere. I moved to Charleston as a kid. It did not matter where I was,  whether Charleston or my hometown, I was growing up. I mean we all did the same things growing up, digging holes, getting beat up by your older siblings, going to school, reading books  (or lack thereof reading books in my case.) I never took in the culture outside of where I was.  I lived in Summerville, in a plastic house, that when residents drove past,  the mere presence irritated them. I made my life on playing music, cross-country and academic pursuits.  I went to college in Columbia. I studied political science, studied the classic writings of political theory, made a construct of myself with stoicism philosophy, and learned what to think about and ask why.  I reminisce the days I spent on the field with the marching band.  Getting yelled at by my drum instructor, or in the classroom,  passing a test that I never gained anything from. I learned from it. I learned how to grow, accept the shortcomings of myself and work as hard as I can to understand why I am and was wrong. I learned the Columbia area I was in and made a home within it. I had the city of Charleston  to reluctantly return to and a plan to make it there. I still hated Charleston, Summerville  or any area I missed in between. I hated the urban sprawl unto my lawn.  Infections of rent hikes, commercialism, tourism and the traffic, especially the traffic.
	UNAWARE
	The child  - - - is - - -


	PRESENCE

